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OMr Jonathan Catton (le oft)
explains the fort’s importance to the
Duke, Thurrock Mayor, Cllr Merlyn
Jones, Thurrock Council leader Clir

Andy Smith and Mr David Riddle,
chief executive of Cory Environmental
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THE DUKE of Kent visited
Coalhouse Fort on Thursday
and received a personal tour
of the historic fort from Mr
Johnathan Catton, assistant
curator of Thurrock Mus-
eum.

The Duke, a commissioner of
the War Graves Commission,
and the Lord Liecutenant of
Essex were given a presentation
on the fort’s history and
possible future by Mr Cam)n,

who is also a member of the
Coalhouse Fort Project.

During the tour Mr Catton
explained the workings of the fort’s
19th century gun batteries as well
as its later history in the First and
Second World Wars.

The party also went to the roof
and shown the importance of a
fortification of the River Thames at
this point.

The Duke was also able to see
spectacular views where, on a clear
day — Southend and Coalhouse’s
two sister forts in Kent can be

.Ilumr of Thurrock, Clir Merlvn lmu s, greels HRH The Duke of Kent and the

Lieutenant of Essex to Coalhouse Fort

spotted.

Built between 1861 and 1874,
Coalhouse Fort is one of the best
surviving examples of a Victorian
casemate fortress. It was one of a
system of more than 100 forts
created to protect Britain from the
threat of invasion by Napoleon I11.

Guns were housed in large
armour-plated rooms connected by
a wru\ of underground tunnels.

arrival, the Duke was
eresemul to Thurrock Mayor and
ayoress, Cllrs Merlyn and
Margaret Jones, Thurrock Council
leader Clir Andy Smith, Mr David
. Riddle, managing
director of Cory
Environmental and
Essex South MEP
Mr Richard Howitt.

Other guests
included the curator
of the Royal Arm-
ouries nrllllerv div-
ision, senior Arm\
| representatives,
board members of
Cory Environmen-
tal and Coalhouse
Fort Project vol-
unteers.

OPEN DAY

COALHOUSE Fort
is open to the public
on the last Sunday of
every month as well
as during special
events. The next open
day is set for Sunday,
July 27.
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SUMMER SCHOOLS

SOCCER & NETBALL ApAMmS

Boys & Girls aged 7-14 years
meet *S=0E POTS’ of West Ham
United at the Dagenham Town Show on
SATURDAY 12th SUNDAY 13th JULY

Penalty shoot out. Your chance to win prizes.

Final at West Ham United at
STEVE POTTS TESTIMONIAL on 2nd August

SPORT & LEISURE

Denise

Soccer & Netball Schools at e
28th July Colchester 0973 767391

Dagenham
Upminster
Romford
Rainham, Dagenham
Colchester, Romford
Harold Hill

Basildon, Rush Green
Newbury Park

11th August
18th August

21st July
25th August

For any queries or-to.make a credit card booking please call

01708 384900




